
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Restore Cleveland Hope Inc. 
 
  
Your Project Title: Underground Railroad History Project 

Your Project Summary: Project volunteers and compensated college and high-school students research 

historical documents and other physical sources for accurate depictions of people, places and events on 

the Underground Railroad. Performers present to audiences of children and adults Underground Railroad 

history through dramatizations, readings, music and art. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The objectives and programming for RCH are outlined very clearly throughout the application. It 

was difficult to tease out the breadth of the project and how the project benefits the community they serve. 

I believe the narrative could expand upon your audience and users. That being said, your goals and 

measurement tools are all thoughtful. A greater stress on the public benefit would have made this an even 

stronger application. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I like this organization and how they are transforming themselves into even greater relevance 

through the creative arts. However, they need to tighten the application on several fronts with the biggest 

being their project goal. I don’t know what the project goal is and the measures don’t help me narrow it 

down to one goal. I would also have liked to see more background on the people taking the lead since they 

are all or mostly volunteers, and the application would have benefited from more detail on the use of CAC 

funds. Why not list the amounts next to the line item and also give an example of the source of matching 

funds based on experience? The images provided were helpful, but a video might have been more useful, 

I suggest having someone read the application which is unconnected to the project for a fresh perspective. 

I believe the dots are there but they are not well connected. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application most definitely meets the funding criteria. First, I want to point out that this 

project will be open to all of Cuyahoga County with special outreach efforts designed for "students and 

residents with diminished opportunity, resources, and access." Thank you for making that a priority of your 

work and this project. I also want to applaud your commitment to compensating student research writers. It 

would be easier, I am sure, to only recruit volunteers for this role but encouraging the professionalization 

of this kind of work for young adults is really important for the long-term sustainability of these types of 

programs. I also appreciate the participatory aspects of all of your programs. Not only are attendees 

experiencing the history and these stories, you are giving the observers the space to respond. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The skits are open to the public and engage the audience and actors in history. I just wanted to 

know how many skits they plan to perform during the grant cycle. But all the programming is free and open 

to the public so it meets public benefit requirements. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: There is a clear dedication to making the Underground Railroad History Project accessible based 

on the commitment to free programming and the diversity in proposed performance locations. An 

understanding of the history, the compensation of student researches and data mining speaks to the artistic 

excellence and dedication to artistic integrity invested within the program. It has been made evident that 

the programming is flexible and capable of being respondent based on community need and interest. 

However, there was talk of the community they serve without much detail. "Well received by different 

ethnicities, socio economic and etc." Does not show how you engaged and responded to the different 

groups, or who those people were. A more detailed account would've further supported this application. 

This applicant meets the funding requirements somewhat. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

